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Letter from the Huntsman  
 

 I want to welcome all who have come out to share the foxhunt-

ing experience with Chula Homa Hunt.  We certainly appreciate your 

support and hope you have a wonderful day of fellowship, fun, and 

good sport! 

 I am honored and excited to be huntsman for the Chula Homa 

Hunt again this year. Never in my wildest dreams would I have thought, 

that at my age, I would be granted an opportunity to be hunting the 

hounds. I am truly blessed! Eighteen years ago, I participated in my first 

hunt. When the priest blessed the hounds, I knew I had found my new 

passion in life. During the ensuing years, I have learned so much riding 

as whipper-in under Huntsman and MFH Sue Skipper and hope to con-

tinue learning as I grow with the Chula Homa Hunt as huntsman. 

Thank you for supporting our sport. 

Beattie Williams, MFH 

Opening Hunt Committee 

  

Allison Crews, co-chair 

Janice Kraft, co-chair 

Susan Williams, silent auction chair 

Paula Bennett 

Kathy Lyell 

Nancye McCowan 

Ginna McGowan 

Fran Mobley 

Sue Skipper, MFH 

Ruth Morgan 

Beattie Williams, MFH 
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Welcome to the Chula Homa 2017 Opening Hunt 

We are excited to have you! 

Schedule of  Events 

Saturday, Nov. 11, 2017 

 
9-11 a.m. 

Hunt Board Breakfast 
Silent Auction 

 
10 a.m. 

Post Horn - Silent Auction Close 
Presentation of  Joint Masters of  Foxhounds 

Presentation of  the Officers 
Hat Contest 

 
10:30 a.m. 

Parade of  Horses and Riders 
Arrival of  the Foxhounds 

Blessing of  the Hounds, by Father Kevin Slattery* 
Stirrup Cup 

 
11 a.m. 

Cast Hounds 
(Spectators to Tally Ho Wagons) 

 
11:45 a.m. 

Horses, Hounds, and Tally Ho Wagons Gather at Checkpoint 
 

12:30  p.m. 
Hunt Continues, Tally Ho Guests Returned to Breakfast Site 

 
The Tally Ho Wagons will convey non-riders to our check point where you can observe horses 
and riders arriving through a water crossing, a great photo opportunity! Check point to include 

beverages, a light repast, and the opportunity to visit with horses, hounds, and riders. 
 
 
 

 *Vicar General, Catholic Diocese of  Jackson  
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Welcome to McGowan Lake 

 My brother John and I pur-

chased 578 acres of land in Rankin 

County in 1979. At that time, there 

was very little development in the 

area. Grants Ferry Road was an an-

cient gravel road winding through 

the property that would barely ac-

commodate two passing automo-

biles. You can still see the remains 

of the old road on the left after en-

tering the main gate. Over the next 

couple of years, we reconstructed 

the fences around the property, 

cleared a pasture and built a 58 acre 

lake. We partnered with Rankin 

County to construct an improved 

Grants Ferry road, and John devel-

oped several subdivisions on the North side of the road. We retained a little less than 400 acres on the South side 

for our families. 

 In 1993, Ginna and I built a small cabin that we intended to use only for fishing on weekends. There was a small 

(10 by 10) bedroom with one bath. I went to work at 5 a.m. for several months, so I could build the cabin in the 

afternoons and evenings. Ginna would bring me food (and drink) in the evenings, and we would burn the left over 

construction material in a 50 gallon drum to stay warm. I was so proud of what I had built with my own hands 

that I invited an architect friend to come see it. He studied the tall ceilings and walls in the den for a long time, 

then turned to me and said, òDavid, the whole thing is going to fall downó. So we added some support at his sug-

gestion, and itõs still standing to this day.    

By 1997, we realized that we had seriously miscalculated how much time we would spend at the lake. We were 

staying there for days at a time, even though we had no closets! So we added a larger bedroom and bath and 

moved to the lake. Later, I added a sunroom and a garage. And when the kids started staying overnight, we built a 

guest house. Two more additions followed. The converging roof lines of the final product ð built in so many stag-

es ð would really drive my architect friend nuts. But thatõs what makes us love the house so much. 

Several years after moving to the lake, I expanded the pasture and built a horse barn. Ginnaõs dad raised horses, 

and she grew up showing horses. She had a horse that we boarded elsewhere, but it was a dream come true when 

she finally had her own place to stable and care for her horses (plural now!). She and the grandkids are able to ride 

on a daily basis on the many fence roads and trails on the property, when theyõre not fox hunting. So weõre very 

excited that the fox hunting gang is coming to McGowan Lake this year for opening hunt. We hope everyone stays 

on their horse, and enjoys the property as much as we do.  

Ginna & David McGowan   
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